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(54) WASTE INK RECOVERING MECHANISM FOR INK JET PRINTER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a waste ink 
recovering mechanism for an Ink jet printer capable of 
accurately detecting whether or not a waste ink tank is 
fully occupied without providing an overflow sensor or 
the like. 

SOLUTION: A printer controller 200 in a printer 
comprises a head cleaning counter 213 for counting the 
number of times of head cleaning operations and a purge 
counter 214 for counting the number of times of purging 
operations. The counted values of the counters 213, 214 
are supplied to a waste ink quantity calculating circuit 
215, then the accumulated value of the waste ink 
quantity is calculated. The calculated waste ink quantity 
is supplied to an overflow detecting circuit 216 and is 
compared with a capacity of a waste ink tank 21 so that 
it is detected whether or not the waste ink tank 21 is 
fully occupied. When it is detected that the waste ink 
tank 21 is fully occupied, the fact is indicated on an 5 
indicating device 21 9. As a result, an operator can know 
the time for replacing the waste ink tank 21 based on the indication. 
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